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    Did you know that after Simba’s first encounter with the hyenas, the movie was supposed to feature a lullaby sung by Sarabi called “Lion in the Moon”? Or that The Lion King was originally going to be titled King of the Jungle? Find out more interesting facts here!
1. The first script of The Lion King featured Scar as a rouge lion, unrelated to Simba, who was in charge of a pack of vicious baboons. In this version, Rafiki was written as a cheetah and Timon and Pumbaa were both friends with Simba from the beginning of the film. 

2. Ernie Sabella and Nathan Lane, who voiced Timon and Pumbaa, originally auditioned to be hyenas. So they came to an audition in New York and they bumped into each other in the lobby, which is when they discovered they were both auditioning for the role of hyenas. They asked the casting director if they could audition together and they were hilarious as they read their lines, but they didn’t seem right for the hyenas. So they gave them the voice role of Timon and Pumbaa instead. It was the perfect fit. Can you imagine Ernie and Nathan voicing the hyenas?

3. Rafiki is actually something of a cross between a mandrill and a baboon as true mandrills do not have tails.

4. Hakuna Matata originally had an extra verse in which Timon explained his difficulty fitting in with the other meerkats. 

5. Hakuna Matata actually wasn’t going to be in the script at all; instead, there was a song about eating bugs called “He’s Got It All Worked Out.” According to Rob Minkoff, “We couldn’t convince everybody that making the entire song about eating bugs was a good idea. Soon after, the research team came back from their trip to Africa with the phrase ‘Hakuna Matata’ . We talked about it in a meeting with Tim Rice-and that’s when the idea struck. I remember Tim saying, ‘Hmmm… Hakuna Matata. It’s a bit like Bibbidi-bobbidi-boo.’ A song was born!” 
